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2008-2009 Public Policy Position:

ECONOMIC ACCESS & BUSINESS:

Because we believe revitalization of communities depends on access to economic opportunities by all levels of the population, Finance Fund urges support for:
· Policy efforts to permanently extend the New Markets Tax Credit program.

· Efforts to increase business credit availability in economically distressed communities.
· Efforts to increase resources and regulatory revision enabling increased capital investment to rural America.


HOUSING:

Because we believe that high housing costs and the decline in permanent affordable housing stock has a significant negative impact on low income communities, and that issues of foreclosure are critically important, Finance Fund urges support for:
· Efforts to create financial mechanisms to deal with the growing vacant and abandoned property issue.
· Efforts such as the Neighborhood Stabilization Program which addresses foreclosure prevention and intervention.

· Availability of substantive additional federal resources focusing on intervention and stabilization of foreclosed housing. 
COMMUNITY FACILITIES:

Because we believe that when demand for community facilities increase, but the supply of suitable facilities does not, low-income families are left with fewer options and are thereby denied access to economic opportunity, Finance Fund urges support for:
· Efforts to establish sustainable capital resources for community facilities; e.g. child care, healthcare, special needs, charter schools, etc. that focus on low income communities.
Our Mission:

Finance Fund builds bridges between resources and the low-income community to improve the quality of life for people.

Our Vision:

Finance Fund will be a leading partner in empowering the low-income community.
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